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Charaéleriftic Traits of the Houzouanas, a warlike 
Tribe; in the Vicinity of the Nimiquas, in the Southern 
Partof Africa. 


[From Le Vaillant’s New Travels into the Interior Parts of 
Africa. ] 


HE Houzouanas are of low ftature ; and a perfon five 

feet four inches in height is accounted among them very 

tall; but in their little bodies, perfe€tly well proportioned, 

are united, with furprifing ftrength and agility, acertain air of 

affurance, boldnefs, and haughtinefs, which awes the beholder, 

and with which I was greatly pleafed. Of ali the favage races, 

Ihave feen none that appeared to be endowed with fo active a 
mind, and fo hardy a conftitution. 

Their head, though it exhibits the principal characteriftics 
of that of the Hottentot, is, however, rounder toward the chin. 
They are alfo not fo black in complexion; but have the lead 
colour of the Malays, diftinguifhed at the Cape by the name of 
bouguinée. ‘Their hair, more woolly, ‘s fo fhort that 1 imagined 
at firft their heads to have been fhaved. The nofe too is ftill 
flatter than that of the Hottentots ; or, rather, they feem alto- 
gether deflitute of a nofe; what they have confifting only of 
two broad noftrils which project at moft but five or fix lines. 
Accordingly, mine being the only one in the company formed 
after the European manner, I appeared in their eyes as a being 
disfigured vy nature. They could not be reconciled to this 
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difference, which they ee as a monftrous deformity; 
and, during the firft days of my refidence among them, | faw 
their eyes continually fixed on es countenance, with an air of 
aftonithment truly laughable. 

From this conformation of the nofe, a Houzovana, when 
feen in profile, is the reverfe of handfome, and confiderably 
refembles 4n ape. When beheid in front, he prefents, on the 
firft view, an extraordinary appearance, as half the face feems 
to be foreheade The features, however, are fo expreffive, and 
the eyes fo large and lively, that, notwithftanding this fingulas 
rity of look, the counienance is tolerably agreeable. 

As the heat of the climate in which he lives renders clothing 
unneceflary, he continues during the whole year almoft entirely 
naked, having no other covering than a very {mall jackal-{kin 
faftened round his loins by two thongs, the extcemities of 
which hang down to his knees. Hardened by this conftane 
habit of nakednefs, he becomes fo infenfidle to the variations 
of the stmédphete, that when he removes fromthe burning 
— of the level country to. the. fnow and hoar-froft of his 

nountains, he feems indifferent to and not even to fecl the 
on 

His hut in no wile refembles that of the Hottentot. It 
appears as if cut vertically through the middle; fo that the 
hut of a Hottentot would make two of thofe of the Houzoua- 

as. During their emigrations, they leave them ftanding, in 
pol that, if any other horde of the fame nation pals that 
way, they may make ufe of them. Whenon a journey, they 
have nothing to repofe on but a mat fufpended from two tticks, 
and placed in an inclined pofition. They ofteneven fleep on 
the bare ground. A projecting rock is then fufficient to 
fhelter them 5 for every thing is {uited to a people whofe con- 
ftitutions are proof againit the fevereft fatigue. If, however, 
they ftop any where to fojoura for a while, and find materials 
proper for conftructing huts, they then form a kraal; but they 
abandon it on their departure, as is the cafe with all the huts 
which they erect. 

This cuftom of labouring for others of their tribe ane 
nounces a focial character ane a benevolent difpofition, They 
are, indeed, not only affectionate hufbands and good fathers, 
but excellent companions. When they inhabit a kraal, there is 
no fuch thing among them as private property; whatever they 
pofiefs isincommon. If twohordes of the fam. e nation meet, 
the reception is on both iides friendly 3 they afford each other 
mutual protection, and confer reciprocal obligations, In fhort, 
they 
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they treat one another as brethren, though perhaps they are 
perfect ftrangers, and have never feen each other before, 

A@ive and nimble by nature the Houzouana confiders it as 
amufement to climb.mountains and the moft elevated peaks 5 
and their fkillin this refpeét was very advantageous to me. 
The rivulet near which I encamped had a coppery tafte and a 
naufeous {mell, which rendered it impoffible for me to drink 
the water. My cattle, accuftomed to the bad water of the 
country, were fatisfied with it: But I was afraid that it might 
injure my people; and I would, on that account, not permit 
them to ufe it. The Houzouanas had no milk to give me, as 
they poflefled only a few wretched cows which they had 
plundered. Having afked them if they knew of any good 
fpring in the neighbourhood, to which I could fend my 
company to procure a fupply of water, they fet out themfelves 
in an inftant, without making me a reply, clambered up their 
mountains, and in lels than two hours brought back all my 
leather bottles and vetlz!s full of exccilent water. 

During the whole tine of my refidence on the rivulet, they 
rendered-me the fame fervice, uniformly diiplaying the fame 
zeal and the fame reatiineis, One of thefe expeditions would 
have employed my Hottentots a whole day. 

When on a journey, fcarcity of water gives them no un- 
eafinefs, even in the middle of adefert. By a particular art 
they can difcover water that is concealed in the bowels of the 
earth 5 and their inftinct, in this point; is even fuperior to that 
of the other Africans. Animals, in like cafes of diftrefs, 
find water alfo ; but it is only by the fmell. There muit be a 
current of air to convey to them the exhalation which rifes 
from it; and conlequently they muft be to the windward, 
Whilel refided in the defert, during my firft journey, my 
favages had fhown more than once the fime faculty ; and 
I myfelf acquired it alfo from their inftruction, as I have 
mentioned in my narrative. 

The Houzouana, more expert, employs only his fight. 
He throws himfelt flat on the ground, takes a diftant view, 
and if the {pace which he traverles with his eye conceals any 
fubterranean {p:ing, he rifes and points with his finger to the 
{pot where it is to be found. The only thing by which he dif. 
Covers it is that ethereal and fubtile exhalation which 
€vaporates from cvery current of water, when not funk to tco 
great a depth. 

With regard to pools and other colleétions formed by the 
ain, as theis evaporation is more fenfible, they are difcoverable 
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even when hid by an eminence or a hill ; and the vapour of 
ftreams, fuch as rivers or rivulets, being {till more abundant, 
is fo diftin@ly marked, by it, that theis courfe and even all 
their finuofities may be traced. 

I endeavoured to learn this art of the Houzouanas, during 
the time I refided among them. I followed their example, 
and practifed their leffons ; and was at length able to make 
fimilar difcoveries, and with as much certainty. My talent, 
however, was far from being fo extenfive as their’s ; for owing 
either to the natural weaknefs of my fight orthe want of ex 
perience, I could diftinguifh water at no greater diflance than, 
three hundred paces, while they could perceive it at a diftance 
much more confiderable. 

‘The only arms of the Hoozouanas are bows and arrows. 
The arrows, which are very fhort, are carried on the fhoulder 
in a quiver, about eighteen inches in length, and four in dias 
meter, made of the bark of the aloe, and covered with the {kin 
of a large fpecies of lizard, which thele wanderers find in 
all their rivers, particularly on the banks of Orange and Fifh- 
river. 

Obliged to maintain a numerous troop, and being defirous 
that the whole horde fhould participate in my game, of which 
I procured abundance, I went out daily to the chace, always 
accompanied by a great number of the Houzouanas. If 
I hunted in the mountains, I climbed the rocks witathem. In 
the plain I ufed one of my horfes; but, whether they followed 
me or were employed in driving toward me the zebras and 
antelopes, they fhowed themfelves indefatigable ; and howe 
ever faftI rode, I always found them keep pace with me. 

My people prejudiced againft this nation, were filled with 
alarm whenever they faw me thus occupied. Every report of 
my gun made themtremble. They continually imagined that 
the Houzouanas were in the act of affaflinating me, and that 
they fhould afterward experience themicives the tame fate; 
and they never beheld me return to my camp without teftify- 
ing their joy, confidering me as a man efcaped from death, 

For myfelf, being daily employed in rendering them fervitesy 
and feeing thele favages, on their part, ever ready to oblige 
me, i laughed at fuch vain terrors. In my way of judging, 
I had nothing to apprehend from a people who gained io much 
by my prcience, and who would, confequently, have been 
confiderable lofers by my death. 

During the long excuriions which we made together, they 
in no initance belied their character. In many relpects they 
appeared 
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appeared to refemble the Arabs, who, being alfo wanderers, and 
like them brave and addicted to rapine, adhere with unaltcrable 
fidelity to their engagements, and defend, even to the laft drep 
of their blood, the traveller who civilly purchafes their fervices, 
and puts himfelf under their protection, 

(To be continued.) 





On MECHANICAL ARTS aad INVENTIONS. 


NGLAND, though by no means a country famous for 
original inventions, is the country in the world where 
mott inventions have been carried to the greateft ftate of per- 
fetion: Aad why is it fo? Not certainly from fuperior gee 
nius, but from fuperior encouragement, and fuperior means. 
In England, which is a country perfectly free with refpect to 
the cfforts of genius, where the public, or the prince, or any 
other individual, cannot wreft from a man his invention, and 
where there is ready fale for whatever is worth purchafing, in~ 
genuity, being well rewarded, flourifhes in proportion, The 
tafte of a people always regulates, in fome degree, the inge= 
nuity of its artifts: And though there be a fort of re-action, 
in which the capacity of the artift changes in fome degree the 
tafte of the people, yet it is the tafte of the people at large 
that may be called the regulator. 

This pofition may be illuftrated by contrafting England 
with France under its former monarchy. In France, the tatte 
of the people was for whatever was rich, {plendid, and mag- 
nificent, Architeéture, painting, and {culpture, were gene- 
rally encouraged, rich ftuffs and rich furniture were purchafed, 
and vait {ums were expended on toys and trinkets 5 al] which 
were manufactured ina ftyle of fuperiar elegance and tatte. 

The malons, carvers, gilders, and goldimiths of France, 
exceeded ali others in modern Europe for goodnefs of make 
and fuperiority of workmanthip: Yet all France could not 
produce a fiu ple, cheap, and good, lock and key, or a Lancae 
fhire tool, or plated candlettick, like thofe of Sheffield. ‘The 
Frenchman put no value on the neatnefs of a thing, and but 
little on its conveniency 5 but he citeemed very highly what 
was rich and elegant. 

Thus it was thata French family would have a dinner ferved 
on folid filver piate, to a great value, placed ona deal table 
fcarcely decently made, and not worth ten fhiilings. Thus 
they would give you, at an inn, fpoons and forks that were 
worth 
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worth'a guinea each, and a knife, with a wooden handle, not 
worth above two-pence, and fuch as do not exceed what the 
pooreft peafant ufes in this country. In fhort, where neither 
vanity nor tafte entered every thing was negle@ted, and where 
either was gratified neither expence nor trouble were f{pared. 

The beauty of Mr, Wedgewood’s ware occafioned, in late 
ter times, a violation of this tafte in favour-of his elegant ma- 
nufactures ; which became fafhionable, but would never have 
become eitther univerfal, or continued in vogue long: For, as 
there was more vauity than tafte in France, what was rich 
had in general the preference over what was beautiful ; and, 
provided it was rich, elegance was, for the moft part, difpenfed 
with. Our pewter pots in England are more neatly made 
than a filver tankard, worth perhaps twenty guineas, in France, 
wpon which one might generally perceive the marks of the 
hammer. 

In England we prize and purchafe what is good, but not 
what ts fine ; and what is ufeful, thought it may not be pre- 
cious. Itis not our object here to contraft thofe different forts 
of tafte with any defign to enquire which of the two is the 
better founded; but to trace its effceéts upon arts and artilts. 
In England, as in Holland, what is termed the ufeful is pre- 
ferred to the elegant 5 unlefs they can be united at a moderate 
expence : But as we are not without a defire to join the two, 
and as we are,in general, connoificurs in what is called weil 
finifhed work, our articles excel in that fpecies of workman- 
fhip. 

In England a workman endeavours to finith his work neatly 
in every part, and does not proceed upon the principle, that 
what is feldom feen may be roughed over. He finifhes a pair 
oi buckles, for inftance, on the back as well as the face, and 
the tongues and chapcs are as highly finithed as the materials 
will admit of. In France all thefe are neglected, bat at Paris 
one might have purchated more elegant buckles than in Loa- 
don; and thofe who were rich, and did not efteem the fafhion, 
wore buckles of gold. 

Happily for England, the tafte of its inhabitants is fuch as 
acrees with general commerce. Whiltt the rich embrecideries of 
Lyons are fold to a few courtiers and great men for roo and 
200 guineas a fuit, the manufaciures of Manchetter and Glaf- 
gow are fold to millions of people ot all ranks and of every 
nation. “They are bot> cheap an? elegant, and 2 monarch 
docs not blufh to wear a ftuff which a common pealant can 
afford to purchafe!! Here isa happy coincidence of our 
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own tafte with the wants of mankind at large: And hence ie 
is that the Englifh manufactures, both in woven cloths and 
in metals, as w rellas other ma iashile sy are faleable every where, 
being manufactured in perfection, 
Tothe circumftance of national tafte muft be added the 
great advantage that arifes to our manufacturers and artiits 
from the riches of our merchants, who, while they pay with 
puntuality at home, can afford to give long credits abroad ; 
fo that thofe who retail the goods in other couatries, finding 
more credit from the Eng ifh merchant than they can obtain 
elfewhere, buy largely, and fell on a fmall profit to get ready 
money, which they are allowed to keep for a long term.—This 
oceafions itto be faid, by thofe who know nothing of the matter, 
that Englith goods are a drug in foreign markets, becaufe they 
fell ascheap asin England. ‘They do not confider, that he 
who fells them is well paid for his trouble by the ule of the 
money till his payments at long dates come round. This is 
particularly the cafe in North America, where money is worth 
20, 30, and even 50 per cent. and it eccafions the continual 
belief that New York and! Philadelphia are glutted with Eng 
lith merchandife 3 which is not the cafe, for if it were, the 
trade would fall off, which it does not; and, indeed, it is noc 
any {tran ge aitair, that, when pagers is of fuch great value, a 
retailer (hould fell an article for ready money cheaper than he 
has bought it on credit. 
There ace certain arts, fuch as painting and fculpture, 
termed, very properly, the kine 2 arts, which amanya fingle in- 
dtvidual bora in civilized fociety, may carry toa great degree 





of perfection; becaufe their perfeflion depends more upon 
the particular — of the individual artift, than upon the 
accumulated knowledye of thofe who have gone Melis hime 
In the fplendid days of Greece and of Rome there were mer 
lled to admiration in the fine arts, and whom their 











who exce 
fucceflors have imitated, but never equalled. With regard to 
the inferior arts, they are different i their very nature; in 
this, that they can be communicated in their full perfection 
from one generation to another ; and that, in place of degene- 
rating, their natural progrefs is to grow more pr erfech, Hen 

we have more expert weavers, joiners, ie wellers, buttons 
makers, &c. ¢.-. than were ever known in anyage: And, if no 
general calamity arrives, we fhall find then fill more expertia 
another twenty years : 'f or one litle improvement is built on 
another, and fo the ufeful arts appr "ho mere and more to } 

fection, ‘The nativun which owes its riches to the ef-fol arts, 
ho! 42 
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holds them by a much more firm tenure than that which dee 
pends on the fine arts; not only by having a more. certain 
fale, but alfo a greater certainty of being able to produce 
fomething new. Flanders is ftill rich ia the fertility of its 
foil, and by the induftry of its inhabitants ; but its painters, 
once fo celebrated, arenow no more. The race is extin@; 
fo that a traveller, in that country, is not more aftonifhed at 
the finenefs of the paintings, than at being told that they were 
painted by Flemings. 

The poflible combinations of the alphabet are not abfo- 
lutely infinite: But wher will they be exhaufted ? Much 
more may it be afked, when {hall men, nations, and ages, ex- 
hauft all the poflible combinations of the powers and proper- 
ties of matter? But inventions, depending more on accident, 
do not bear any kind of proportion to improvements, which 
admit, in a greater degree, of reafoning and fcience.—And it 
ought to be a confolation to individuals and to nations, that 
improvers are more ufeful than inventors, both to themfelves 
and the ages in which they live. Inventors gain honour; 
improvers, wealth. The former excite wonder and admi- 
ration; the latter promote the conveniency and comfort of 
life. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For JANUARY, 1798. 


HE councils of France, uniting the deepeft policy, with 

the greateft ferocity, maintain their armies by contribu- 

tions, while they labour to cut the finews of our flrength, 
manufactures, and commerce, by excluding us from all the 
gs at ports of Europe. Proceeding in this plan, they have 
demanded a loan from Hamburgh, with the expulfion of 
the Englith ; and begu.s :o feize and confifcate Englith mer 
chandife, wherever they can find it, in their own fhops and 
warehoufes, or in the fhips of neutral nations, All this is an 
open violation of the rights of nations. But it would be idle, 
todeclaim onthis point. ‘The French do not pretend to be 
directed in their conduct by either morality or region. The 
only points that merit and command our attention are, what 
will be the refule of a conduc fo violent and unufual ? And 
what can the Englifh nation oppefe to the fyftem of her enemy 
for the protection of her trade ? The rulers of the repubiic 
9 \ appeared 
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appeared for many months to connive at a trade with England, 
and even encourage it; thus the poor merchants of France 
were led intoa fnare. When their warehoufes were full, the 
Directory feized their prey. Neutral veflels have alfo been 
feized, and in fome inftances, it is faid, detained, although the 
articles they contained were not Engli(b, 

It remains to be feen, whether this conduct will roufe an 
effectual oppofition to the prefent government of France, at 
home, or among foreign nations. ‘They are bufily employed 
in building rafis, floating iflands of wood, for the tranfportation 
of troops, as is given out, to this ifland. The French nation 
have done wonders in the way of invention, as well as of 
courage; yet it feems to be the opinion of the beft judges, 
that fuch ponderous bodies of fo broad a furface, and without 
a proportionable elevation at the extremities, if they could be 
directed, would run the greateit danger either of being torn to 
pieces by the, action of the fea, or of foundering. The moft 
probable opinion is, that, after all this mighty conftru€tion of 
rafts, they will, if they invade us at all, make their attempts in 
different parties, in veficls or rowboats at the fame time, on 
different parts of Britain andIreland. But what we have moft 
reafon to be afraid of is procraftination. Nothing better, 
probably, than an actual and fpeedy invafion could happen to 
us. It is protratied and accumulated expence we have to 
dread ; which, while it exhaults the refources of government, 
difpirits and diffati:fies the people. 

Stillthere is a party in France friendly to order and moral 
principles, at the head of which are Barras and Buonaparte, 
Were thefe men to gain a decided afccndency in the ftates, and 
were weto meet them fairly in the {pirit of the fourteenth 
article of the peace between the republic and the Emperor, 
general peace and concord might be founded on the general 
repreflion of anarchy, agreeably to the plan of the late 
Emperor, who did not mean to carry his arms againft the new 
republic, until a confederacy fhould be formed among the in- 
dependent powers, for the prevention of anarchy on the one 
hand, and ambitious conqueft on the other; fuch a confederacy 
as was conceived by Henry 1V. of France, and has fince been 
recommended by different writers. 

To adopt this plan, fovercign powers will not be perfuaded 
by reafoning ;. but they may probably be led to it by the courfe 


Of affairs; which will emphatically imprefs on tne minds of 


the nations, and even thole of Minifters and Kings, the ex- 

pences of war, and the difficulties and dangers which thefe 

involve, Iris a pity, that it is only by dreadful misfortunes, 
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that Europe will learn to know, that ber rcal glory, as well as 
happinels, confilts inthe union, peace, and harmonicus inter. 
courle of one federative ftate. [c isto thelanguage of moral 
principles, and reafonable conceflion, that we mutt return, if 
we really wifh for peace. 

That petulant abufe, which difgraces fo many of our orators 
‘in Parliament, will undoubtedly be condemned, on cool 
réfleion, by all parties. Let us {peak candidly: The French 
bully the nations at land; the Englifh atfeay Both muft lower 
their tone, and pay refpect to the rights and jult claims of other 
nations. Our young and vulgar ttatefaen, vnaccuftomed to 
reftraint, impatient of control, and neither corrected, nor, 
indeed, it would appear, greatly difgraced by uniform blunders 
and misfortunes, obftinately continue to calculate their policy 
by little perfonal interefts, or popular prejudices on the objects - 
of the day, without attending to the change that has taken 
place in public opinion, and in the ftate of Europe. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 
Lifbon, «and the Tagus, are ftill in the pofleffion of the 
Englith, though hoftiluies are certainly intended by the res 
public againét Portugal. 


Lot AL UY. 

This country appears to be onthe eve of burfting into frehh 
convulfions. We have not yet getten to the bottom of the 
late infurrection at- Rome ; but one thing is pretty certain: 
The fecular power of the Pope is at an end. Whatever 
patrimony, either from piety or policy, may be left to the face 
ceflors of St. Peter, the’ Pope will no longer be reckoned 
among Sovereign Princes. 


GERMAN Y. 


The French ftill threaten Switzeriand. Whether do they 
want a contribution, or fome exteniion of territory, as Baile, 
towards the fource of the Rhine ? Perhaps both» Will the 
Fretich be contented with making the Rhine the boundary of 
their empire? or will they not rather, according to their {yitem 
of robbery ona great {cale, impofe a duty on the navigation of 
that ereat river ? They feem determined to keep certain pofts, 
that {eeore their entrance at any time into Germany. In 
Germany there are,infacty only two independent powers at 
the prefént moment. How the French and Emperor have 
difpoted of the ttates and princes we do not yet know; but the 
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King of Pruffia ordered the Duke of Brunfwick to difmifs the 
emigrants, as if the Duke had seco his vaiflal. 

The fenate and people of Hamburgh have refufed to 
comply with, the requifitions of the republic ; this gives 
credibility to the report, that a confederation is agreed an 
among the Northern Powers, for the purpofe of maintaining 
the freedom of the feas. It is, indeed, high time. If the 
French be permitted to extend their dominion from the Rhine 
to the Elve, will they not carry it onward to the Baltic ? Ac- 
cording to prefent appearances, the fubjection, or the indepen- 
dence of Europe, depends on the fate of the very fmall ftate of 
Hamburg. Is it even the intereft of the King of Pruffia, 
that the united voice of Auftria and France thould be obeyed 
tremt bling fubmiffion ? Would not a wife 


on the Elbe with t: 
Prince be jealous of fuch a combination, and rather attach 


himfelf to the Northera Powers that cppofe them ? 

Wefee but avery fhort way into tae Who can fay 
what will be the ftate of [:aly, of Germany, or of France 
herfelf, proud and imperious as the now is, three years hence? 
Strong parties are formed in the new Itaiian republics ; there 
is great unwillingnels in the countries fituate on the left of the 
Rhine, to be incorporated with France 3 the Dutch have re- 
fuled to {wear hatred to ariftocracy and monarchy. In all thefe 
circumftances, we can d.fcern the probability of future and 
approaching firuggies ; but the political ttorm wili clear up, at 
lait, and we hope the influence of reafon and moderation, with 
reg ard to th ae rights of nations, as wellasof men, cctura. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
Vheenemy point their darts ar our moft vital parts: Our 
ifland, and capital, and eur commerce; yet inftcad of uniting 
univerfally for defence, we are engaged in mutual accufations 
of one party againft another. ‘The conftant iilue of the 
conteft in France has been, not only the increafe of her 
external power and ailiances, but alfo cf internal unanimity 5 
while, cn the contrary, the iflwe of party contention ia our 
ifland is a ftretch of power and prerogative on one hand, and 


of either fullea feceflion, or combination again{t the exifting 
adminiltration on the other. Of this laft we have recently 
had an inftance that feems alarming. Twothoufand perfons, 
and among thefe many of the firlt confequence for ail that 
gives political 4 importance, aflembled for the purpofe of cele 

brating the birth day of Mr. Fox. The Premjer Duke of 
England, not more diftinguifhed by rank and fortune than the 
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uniform confiftency of his political conduét, and for found 
jucgment, gave as a toaft, oUR SOVEREIGN: The maje/ly of the 
people. And he remarked, that General Wafhington had not 
more than two thoufand perfons about him, when he laid the 
foundation of Ameiican liberty. This language, if the ftate- 
ment of what was faid by this nobleman be accurate, looks 
fomewhat like an invitation to general aflociations and a 
national convention, 

It is true that the war, on our-parts, was rafhly begun, not- 
withftanding the prophetic warnings of Mr. Fox, the Marquis 
of Lanfdown, and others ; and moft miferably as well as un- 
fortunately condufted, except at fea, after we were driven to 
mere naval war by neceflity, not led by choice. It is alfo true, 
that the language of haughrinefs in the midft of folly and 
misfortune is provoking : Yet fomething mutt be allowed to 
carly elevation, and long continuance of the Minifter in 
office ; toa miftake, which feems to be very natural to Englifh- 
men, of eloquence for ability ; to the crowd of lawyers and 
others, who rally around him, and defend with much plaufi- 
bility all that he does; to his freedom from avarice and 
perfonal rapacity 5 tothe fincerity of his endeavours according 
to the beft of his abilities; and alfo to the memory of his 
illuftrious father. In fa&t, much of our refentment or admira- 
tion of Minifters would ccafe, if we duly configdered, that 
human affairs, on all great crifes, find their own level by cir- 
cumftances that we cannot forefee, meafures that we cannot 
regulate, and paflions that we cannot control. If the nation 
be of opinion, that he wants ability, perhaps temper and in- 
clination, by an addrefs to other European powers, and feizing 
the popular ground of juft moral principles and extenfive 
views, to make peace; and that others may be found beter 
qualified for fo great a talk: Let petitions be prefented, 

agreeably to the conftitution, for difmifling him from office; 
but let not a reform of Parliament "be prefled at the prefent 
moment. 
IR EL AN D. 
This country is ftill torn by inteftine difcontents and dif- 
cord, and threatened, as well as Britain, with foreign invafton. 














CHARACTER o BOURDALOUE, 


FP ATHER BOURDALOUE died at feventy-two years of 
tH age, after he had exercifed the qiniftry five and thirty yeass. 
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This eloquent preacher difcovered the admirable art, by which 
Pericles and Demofthenes reigned over the minds of their 
countryme:. Truth, reafon, and clearnefs, were the rule of 
his eloquence, as they were the rule of thofe Greek orators. 
He did not run into thofe enthufiafins, which carry a hearer 
out of his fubject, and do not bring him back to ii, till he has 
exhaufted his attention, ihe graces of his difcourfe never 
fhone with borrowed colours. All his ornaments were his 
own: He joined, with the fublimity of thought, the fublimity 
of expreffion. 

Dr. Burnet, Bifhop of Salifbury, faw Father Bourdaloue 
at Paris, and commends him. He fays that Jefuit believed 
that all honeft Proteftants would be faved. Many other Je- 
fuits were doubtiefs of the fame opinion; but they durft not 
own it. A very learned monk once laid his hand upon the 
fhoulder of a torcign Proteftant gentleman, and faid; “ Let 
us give over talking of religion ; we fhall be all faved.” 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 109.) 


i ige next object or importance was, to know whether 
the fquadron could be fafely theltcred in the harbour of 
Mi-a-tau. The officer who had been thither in the Clarence 
to reconnoitre, foon after returned, and reported that that har- 
bour did not afford them a fecure retreat, on account of a dan- 
gerous reef of rocks that lay off the eaft end of the eaftern- 
mott of the Mi a-tau iflands, called Chan-fan, which could 
not be approached by the fquadron nearer than where there 
were nine fathoms water. “The Clarence, however, anchored 
in feven fathoms, in clayey ground, within a mile of tne fhore. 
The ifland was three miles long, and nearly as many broad, 
and was populous and well cultivated. 

From thisreport it was vetermined, by Sir Erafmus Gower, 
to fend an office’, previous to the fquadron’s failing to the 
Guif of Pekin, to furvey the mouth of the river waich fell 
into it from Tien fing, that its fafety might be afcertained, 
The Jackall was no fooner difpatched for this purpole, than a 
new pilot was recommended, well acquainted with the {pot in 
queftion, He did not hefitate tv affirm there was a commo- 
dious harbour withia fix miles of the Pei-ho, or White River, 
flowing 
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flowing from Tien-fing, with water deep enough for the 
largeft veflels ; and he drewa {ketch of the place. As this 
man appeared to be more fkiiful in nautical affSirs than the 
other pilots, much confidence was placed in him, and it was 
refolved toenter the Gulf. without farther delay. 

The fquadron got under way in the afternoon of the 231 
of July, keeping the Mi-a-tau iflands on the right. The 
weather moderate and clear, and the wind caf fterly, Sound. 
ings through the day from fifteen to nine fathoms. 

Wedneiday the 24th, the wind fouth-eaft, with moderate 
breezes and clear weather. Early in the morning the found- 
ings decreafed from fourteen to nine fathoms, and afterwards 
to fix and a half.fathoms. The Clarence, which had been 
fent a head, fired feveral mufkets as fignals of danger. ‘The 
fhips wore, and ftood off to eaft-fouth eaft. 

Thurfday the 25th, light breezes from the fouth and fouth- 
weft, with clear weather. Standing a little to the fouthward 
of weft, under eafy fail, the water fhoaled from fifteen to 
fevenfathoms. At midnight, having ftcered towards the weft, 
the Clarence made the fignal of danger; the fhips hauled 
their wind to the fouth-ea aft, and the Lion foon got into trom 
fix to ten fathoms, 

In the morning of Friday the 26th of July, violent fhowers 
of rain, and in the evening tremeadous claps of thunder, with 
continuous vivid flafhes of lightning.—The Jackall was dif. 
covered returning from the weitward, environed with nume- 
rous Chinefe junks ; and from Lieutenant, now Captain, 
Campbell’s report, who had been fent to explore, it appeared 
that no fecure harbour was to be found on the fhores of the 
river Pei-ho. 

The Jackal, i in going up the river, was hailed by fome Chi- 
nefe foldiers in a boat, who defired her to caft anchor. Soon 
after a APR with feveral attendants, came on board, 
and being aflured fhe belonged to the embafly, inquired after 
the E inbath dor, and what prefe nts he had brought for his Ime 
petial Majefty. When he had obtained all the information 
he could as to the number and fize of the thips, and how 
many guns shey carried, he clofed his interrogatories by dee 
claring, vy the Emperor had given {pecial orders for the re- 
ception and accommodation of the embafly, and that he would 
provide whatever might be wanted. Iu the mean time the 
gentlemen of the Ja ckall accepted an invitation, and were 
hofpitably entertained on fhore, but ftriQly re-examined on 
yhe former points—-The mandarine allo inquired refpecting 
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the merchandize broucht for fale : at Pekin, and offered to get 
them depofited in the four Chriftian charches. “Trade and an 
Englifhman were, in the mind of a Chinefs, fo aflociated, 
that nothing could exceed his furprize on! eing told that they 
had no goods for fale, that the perfons of the embafly were 
not merchants, and that men of war never carried out, nor 
dealt in, any kind of merchandize. 

The mandarines being informed that the thips were too 
large to crofs the bar, gave orders for a fufficient number of 
janks t6 be got ready to bring the prefents and paflengers, and 
bag: gave, on fhore. An extenfive building, near the river’s 
mouth, had been prepared for the Embaffador’s reception, 
{uppofing he would have remained there fome days to recover 
hinelf trom fatigue 3 and his Excellency had the choice of 
travelling to Pekin in a fedan ehair, in a two-wheeled Carriage, 
or ina commodious veflel by water. 

Soon after the Jackall’s return, a prodigious quantity of 
live ftock, fruit, and vegetables, were brought to the {quadroa 
in junks, and not being able to ttow away the whale, the fur- 
plus was necefiarily returned.— The folowing is a lift of the 
afticles ; Twenty buliocks, a hundred aad twenty fheep, a 
hundred and twenty hogs, a hundred fowls, a hundred ducks, 
a hundred and fixty bags of flour, fourteen chefts of bread, 
a hundred and fixty bays of common rice, ten chetts of red 
tice, ten chefts of white rice, ten chefts-of fmall rice, ten 
cheits of tea, twenty-two boxes of dried peaches, twenty-two 
boxes of fruit preferved with fugar, twenty-two chefts of 
plumbs and apples, twenty-two boxes of ochrus, twenty-two 
boxes of other vegetables, forty bafkets of large cucumbers, 
a thoufand (qualhes, forty bundles of lettuces twenty meatures 
of peafs in pods, a thoufand water melons, three thoufand mufk 
melons, belides a few jars of {weet wine and fpiritucus li- 
quors ; together with ten chelts of candles, and three hatkets 
porcelains Not only hete, but alfo at Turon Bay, Chu-fan, 
and Ten-choo-fao, the {quadrén experienced the fame hofpi- 
tality ; and they were gratuitouily fupplicd without having 
been previoufly demanded. 

Two mandarines of rank, one in the civil, the other in the 
military department, numeroufly aitended, came to the Lian 
to congratulate the Embaflader in the Lmperor’s name, and 
in their own, on his fate arrival, after fo | ng and perilaus a 
Havigation ; and informed him they were ofdered by their 
Sovereizn to accompany bin to Court. bh he civil mandarin, 
whofe family Nnaine was Chow, had the tide of Ti a ahin, or 
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creat man annexed to it. He bore the honorary diftin@ion 
of a blue globe placed upon his bonnet. 

The name of the military mandarine, who had a brave, open 
countenance, was Van, but he, too, had the addition of Ta. 
zbin, or great man. His valour had been confpicuows in bat- 
tle ; he had received many wounds, and was not only honoured 
with the red globe upon his bonnet, but-had alfo fuperadded 
a peacock’s feather, taken from the tail He was celebrious 
for his fkill in archery, the bow and arrow being {till in ule 
there, and generally preferred to fire-arms. ‘Thele gentlemen 
were received on board the Lion with every mark of attention 
and refpe&t. A third perfon of high rank, of a Tartar race, 
had alio been appointed by the Emperor, as a principal legate, 
to attend the Embafiador ; but being very timid of the fea, 
waited to receive his Excellency on hore. 

Between the higheft mandarine or prime minifter, and the 
loweft conftable, there are nine claffes, all vefted with different 
degrees of authority. Each clafs is diftinguifhed by a drefs 
peculiar to itfelf, as well as by the colour and materials of the 
fall globe or ball worn ypon the bonnet. ‘Thus it is that 
they may be known by ftrangers, and are pointed out to the 
people ; by which a proper refpe& is always paid to their per- 
fons, and due obedience to their refpeCtive orders.——Mandae 
rines, it is alfo faid, have a guard of infantry and cavalry al- 
ways at command. TThefe guards refide in tents pitched 
around the manfions of their matters. , 

Inquiry was made by the two mandarines, whether the letter 
brought by the Embaffador for the Emperor was rendered into 
Chinefe, and what were its contents, in order that they might 
be able to tranfinit to Pekin every pofliible information relative 
to the embafly.—As this queftion was not urged on the au- 
thority of the court, the anfwer given was, that the original, 
with its tranflation, were locked up together ina gold box, to 
be delivered into the hands of the Emperor. 

(To be continued.) 





AREFLECTION. 


T is not a pleafant thing to refle& that the glory of many 
great men has been been, that they have employed their 
whole lives in combating prejudices or follies, which engage 
our pity, and which, one would think, never ought to have en- 
tered into the head of man. 


9 BRITISH 
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BRITISH NAVAL BRAVERY. 


HE following inftances of the fortitude of two of the 

crew of the Monarch, in the ation of the 1ith of 
O@ober, 1797, deferves to bé recorded: They are fged in 
an extract of a letter from an officer of the Monarch to his 
father : 

«“ The conduét of the thip Monarch’s company cannot be 
too much extolled. They were to a man perfect heroes; 
even when expiring, they held. forth the moft animating Jane 
guage to their furviving companions. The conduct of two 
which came under my own eye, may ferve as a general exam~ 
ple of the whole. One man (a boatfwain’s mate) was carried 
down to the cockpit, with both arms fhot off at the fhoulder 
joint. Sinking irrecoverably from the lofs of blood, he, not- 
withftanding, to his laft moments, conftantly called out, 
“ Stand to it, my boys!”—* Down with them! down with 
them!” were uttered with his laft breath. Another, a fine 
ftout Irifhman, of the name of Lambert, had both his legs 
thot off above the knee; he was captain of a guh, which was 
ready primed when the accident happened; he raifed himfelf 
up on his ftumps, and’would not leave it until he had fired it. 
He was carried down, but died before the fecond toarniquet 
could’be got on; and although they were thus determined, 
they were cool and perfectly fteady at the fame time.” 








Anfwery by F. Gidley of Dean Prior, to W. Hoare’s Enigma, 
inferted November 20. 


HE fubje& meant as now I find 
Is TRUTH, that jewel of the mind. 


*| We have received the like anfwer from Js Bradridge, 
of Dean Prior; W.and T. Maddick, of Ratterys W. Bick- 
ham, junior, and a young lady of Athburton; and Lapida- 
tus, of Staverton. 








Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to J. Bradridge’ Rebus, inferted 
November 13. 


a &- fportfman fee, with fteady eye, 


The PLOVER long attend ; 
Von. XXXI. Xx Te 
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To gain the bird he'll often try, 
For to oblige his friend, 


*§* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
and J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; G. Hazell, of Barnftaple; 
P. Halfway; W. Brock, of Evercreech; T, Stick, of St. 
Donne’s; and W.and T. Maddick, of Rattery. 





4 CHARADE, ly % Bickham, Funior, of Afbbur ton. 


Y firft difplays its varied wings, 
And warns my fecond to arile 5 
Who o’er the plains whiftles and fings, 
When Sol afcends the orient fkies: 
Thefe parts will name, beyond difpute, 
An officer of fome repute. 





4 REBUS, by WA Maddick, of Rattery. 


pRop UCE a people near the Cafpian fea; 
Then find a near relation, Sirs, I pray; 
A name of Bacchus next I’d have you tell; 
Erebus’ fon, the ferryman of Hell; 
The fon of Neptune is the next to find ; 
The fon of Cephifus laft call to mind : 
- The initials, if you rightcombine, 
A friend to Britain you will furely find. 





4 REBUS, by >Hodge Wymonds 


E bards! an ancient prophet find; 
And next a fruit pray call to mind; 

A German title then you'll view ; 

Likewife a root of greeneit hue; ‘ 

A Grecian General likewife tell, 

By whom the noble He@or fell; 

A kingdom that in Europe lies; 

A bird of prey you'll find likewife ; 
The initials join in order true, pee 
A Cornith town you then will thew. 

9 POETRY. 








aple ; 
f St. 


ie 


Y. 














Pie) BF ase 


ODE for the NEW YEAR, 1798, 


Written by H. F Pye, E/g. Poet Laurcat, and fet to Mufic by Sir 
William Parfons, which was performed the 18th of January, in 
Honour of ber Majefty's Birth Day. 


HEN genia! zephyr’s balmy wing 
\ V Fans with foft perfume the flowery vale, 
Each tender fcion of the fpring 
Expanding owns the foftering gale, 
And imiles each funny glade around, 
Wich vegetable beauty crown’d : 
But when the whirlwindsof thenorth 
Burft in tempeftuous vengeance forth, 
Before the thunder of the ftorm 
Each {preading tree of weaker form 
Or bends to earth, or lies reclin’d, 
Torn by the fury of the wind ; 
Then proudly ’mid ‘che quivering fhade 
Stand the firm oak, in native ftrength array’d, 
Waves high his. giant branches, and defies 
The elemental war that rends.the tkies, 


Deep-rooted in this kindred foil, 
So freedom here thro’ many an age 
Has mock’d ambition’s fruitlefs toil, 
Aad treafon’s wiles, and faction’s rage : 
And as the ftormy ruin-pafs’d 
Which anarchy’s rude breath had blown, 
While Europe, bending to the blaft, 
Beholds her faireft realms o’erthrown ; 
Along Britannia’s happy ifle, 
Blefs’d by a patriot Monarch’s fmile, 
Amid furrounding forms uninjur’d ftands, 
Nor dreads the tempelt’s force that waftes her neighbour lands, 


But fee! along the darkling main 

The gath’ring clouds malignant lour, 
And fpreading o’er our blue domain, 

Againit our fhorés their thunders pour : 
Whiie treach’rous friends and daring foes 
Around in horrid compaé clofe: 

Their {warming barks portentous shade 

With crowded fails the watery glade : 

When lo! impcrial Georce commands— 
Ruth to the waves Britannia’s veteran bands, 
Unoumber’d hofts ufurp ia vain 

Dominion o’er his briny reign ; 
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His fleets their Monarch’s right proclaim 
With brazen throat, with breath of flame; 
And captive in his ports their fquadrons ride, 


Or mourn their fhatter’d wrecks deep whelm’d beneath the tide. 


From fhore to fhore, from pole to pole, 

Where’er wide ocean’s billows. roll ; 

From hoiy Ganges’ tepid wave 

To feas that ifles Atlantic lave; 

From hoary Greenland’s frozen Jands 

To burning Lybia’s golden fands, 

Aloft the Britith enfign flies 

In folds triamphant to the fkies ; 

While to the notes that haii’d the ifle 
Emerging from its parent main, 

Theiacred mute, with raptur’d {mile, 
Refponfive pours the exulting ftrain,— 

*© Rule, Britannia! rule the waves, 

** Britons never will be flaves.”’ 
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INVOCATION ¢o LOVE. 


ESCEND celeftial Queen of Love! 
And warm my Celia’s breaft : 
Each torpid thought, each fear remove, 
Which doth her mind opprefs. 


Oh! gently fan each tender thought, 
And feed the fervent flame; 
Grant me to win the heart I’ve fought, 
And to retain zhe fame. 


Celia alone can give me rett, 
And make me comfort know ; 
With her alone could I be bleft, 
I'd each joy elfe forego. 
With her I’d ftem the ftream of life, 
With wit and beauty grac’d ; 
Devoid of care, and free from ftrife, 
We'll all love’s comforts tafte. 
Pure Hymen’sgorch by reafon fit, 
Defire will caufe to burn ; 
And glad oar days till Heav’n thinks fit 
To claim each in our turn, 


Yeovil. OEDIPUS. 









Epitaph on ANNE GREEN, a Quaker in Ramfbury. 


ERE lies a piece of Chrift, a ftar un duit, 
A wedge of gold, a china dith that muft ‘ 
Be us’d in Heaven, when Chrift doth feed the juft. 











